
FILLMORE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

FILLMORE COUNTY COURTHOUSE

PRESTON, MN

MARCH 28, 2013
MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

At 7:00 p.m. Zoning Administrator Chris Graves called the meeting to order.  On a motion by Duane Bakke and seconded by Ann O’Connor, Gary Ruskell was named 2013 Chairman of the Planning Commission.  Chairman Ruskell then asked for nominations for Vice Chairman.  On a nomination by Brad Erickson and seconded by Gary Ruskell, Steve Duxbury was named Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission for 2013.  On a motion by Brad Erickson and seconded by Ann O’Connor the minutes of the November 15, 2012 Planning Commission meeting were approved.  Chairman Ruskell asked for items for the next meeting and Zoning Administrator Chris Graves responded that there would be no business for April but may have a feedlot CUP in May.     

ATTENDANCE
Board members present:  Gary Ruskell, Steve Duxbury, Duane Bakke, Ann O’Connor, and Brad Erickson.  Not present:  Jim Keune and Marvin Kuhn.  Others present:  Karen Reisner, Andy Gingerich, David Byler, Chris Graves and Cristal Adkins.

PUBLIC HEARING

Andy & Esther Gingerich Conditional Use Permit, Amish School House
Zoning Administrator Chris Graves explained that the school house would be in section 13 of Amherst Township on the property of Andy & Esther Gingerich.  Mr. Gingerich stated that this fall there would be approximately six (6) or seven (7) students on the site and would be expected to increase.  Mr. Gingerich also explained that they would have an outhouse at the site.  Chairman Ruskell asked if this was a replacement and Mr. Gingerich responded that there was previously a school located elsewhere and this would be a new location.  Chairman Erickson asked for public input and hearing none, closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.  Mr. Gingerich explained that the existing driveway to his house could be used, but they may apply for a new driveway access for the school site.  Duane Bakke asked about concerns raised about the children playing in the nearby woods and safety issues.  Mr. Gingerich responded that they will be fencing the area for the school.  On a motion by Brad Erickson and seconded by Steve Duxbury the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval to the County Board of Commissioners.   
PUBLIC HEARING

Stantec Consulting, representing Fillmore County, Veteran’s Cemetery 
Zoning Administrator Chris Graves advised that Planning Commission that a representative from Stantec was available by phone if needed to answer any questions on the project.  Duane Bakke commented that it has been in the process for approximately five (5) or six (6) years now and that the mayor of Preston is in favor of the cemetery.  He further explained that the Veteran’s Administration has been involved and also supports the project.  Chairman Ruskell opened the public comment portion of the meeting and asked for public input.  Hearing none closed the public hearing portion of the meeting.  Chris Graves also explained that a portion of the parcel was rezoned in order to receive City services.  Duane Bakke explained that there will be an estimated 300 burials per year in the cemetery and that 3,000 vaults will be pre-set in the cemetery for future use.  On a motion by Ann O’Connor and seconded by Brad Erickson the Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend approval to the County Board of Commissioners.

DISCUSSION

Planning Commission member Duane Bakke updated the Planning Commission on the current silica sand issues.  He explained that during their comment period for EAW’s on two sites for Minnesota Sands, Winona County received recommendations from the State agencies involved that they complete an EIS and include the Minnesota Sands projects in Fillmore and Houston Counties.  Fillmore County had not yet begun the EAW process and in the meantime, Minnesota Sands decided to voluntarily complete the EIS on all their projects.  At that point, Duane Bakke and Chris Graves comprised a letter that was sent to the EQB, requesting that they designate a State agency to be the RGU for Minnesota Sands.  They accepted the role and appointed themselves.  He further explained that the EQB is comprised of the Commissioners of Ag, MPCA, DNR, Health, Administration and several others including several citizen members.  He advised the Planning Commission that the Rein EAW comment period has been completed and that the responses have been comprised and are currently working on the Findings of Facts to determine a negative or positive declaration on an EIS which will be before the Commissioners on April 23, 2013.     
ADJOURN
On a motion by Brad Erickson and seconded by Ann O’Connor the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Cristal Adkins, Assistant Zoning Administrator

Fillmore County Zoning Office

/ca 

